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.beglnnxng that most of the material Tar_;ﬁisn

talk was taken Erom the Enllowing sources:

"A study of the ﬂc1a1 and Economic conditions ol the Negro
populltlon of Tulsa, Oklahoma - conducted for the Tulsa Council
of GOLLal agencxaa by thL_NJthﬂdL rban League,J. Harvey Kerns,

‘The Racially Lhanglng Communicy by Kalli Jhlelﬁ
Mast 2XS Dugree at Oklah Univcrslt) - 1962




THE HLSTORY OF THE GRELNOOD ERA IN TULSA

Tl

"After agrecing to a title for this talk, 1 am sure wc shouid talk about an:™

Era vather than Area. The p riod «f time in which this area was flourishiuy and

makinae its contribution to the growth of Tulsa. Historically, we are talking

. , - .
about a period}time from the beginning of Tulsa until the late fifties.

S1nce Lvrrxtorlal days, Negroos have been a part of the organizcd life

of Tulsa. Though Negro slav

es were owned by some of the early pioneers and

‘later by Indian tribes, slavery was never a flourishing industry in Tulsa or

- the State of Oklahoma.

first settled on lst Street at Madison and Lapsipg

" Négroes in Tulsa
near the site of the old Midland Valley Depot.h In 1905, a sthp

This'

nwood beblnnlng at Arqper Street was qoLd to Nogroes.

i i * of land oun Gree

was. the beginning of the naming of tho whole Negro commun1ty, Gr_gny ﬁ

BEagt b 7

Battling Ground”

In 1908 this site on Creenwood was developed by Negroes as the flrst

permanent business development. The early Negro mlgrants to Tulsa came _:ommﬁ

; nﬁas. Loulsianna, M1351351ppi and Texas hoPing to better thei couditioﬂs

“i?

comi g_to‘this new terrltory and ;State. =2 Qz: R_;

The bondary lines for living we® set very early. The Negro could buy land,
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~businesses south of the tracks. Thus began what becawe the fastcst growing Negro

1owncd and operated bus1ueq535 in the Nation at that time. This was probably one

a;m&-éﬂzﬂ!&erltF;izaru ;
inesses furnished all

;ar11e4t nelvhborhood shopping cvnlrzsaijheq bus

QfL;hh

the daily necils of the Negro community except clothing (Theve waz only one dry

goods store). Hardware aad bui lding material could be purchasced just across

the track on lst Street. The [irst business Lo bhe cstablished by a Nepro was a
; i

grocery store owned by 0. W. Gulloy 1t was lecated at the corner of Archer and

Creenwood Stxects. Thomas R. Gentry was the first Negro pioneer in local real
estate. FPor several years, he maintained an office on North Detroit Street.

: His family still lives on that site. The Rev. C. L. Netherland, a baptist

:minister came :o Tulsa from Arkanqaq in 1905 and had a barber shop on Boston

h'Jnhn;3 16 MiSSLOn is now. Before «Latchood Ne5ro Mlnia:ers and Negro

'3_Prcfessional men came to the grow1ng cawmunlry. The first Negro Physician was

i [

;Gtéeuwoood-was-a thriving and- growing busin

885 dlStflCt as shown by a picture

taken in 191§}100king north from Archer Street. There were one, twn and threc

*

story brick bulldlng located on both sides of the street for two blocks. The

w&paper X
e ;

they were called in those days - wh11e along Archer Street, paqt and west of

Brick churches were build in é&nﬁi&i&t/i




% 1 use to ask nlqelf why aii these briclk buildings? The answer was the

.brickvard - (ncme Brlcl. Co ) _]ust t_ : blog}“ _no_rth on G;‘e'c_u'ix-;bdd' == brickswer

easy to secure nnJ'probahly cheapor thﬁn lumber. . The Nogfu craftsmen lived
in the arca and were accessible. Another quostion --Where did they get the
money to build? As stated before the Negro could work south of the track
_but spont most of their money only on the north side of the track -- thus the
boom;ng economy. As the city grew, thele wore more dLmands fnr laborers and
service workors.mft‘w /‘ﬁhﬂ?ﬁ&w Pracl WW

Along with the growth of business in the Greenwood area, the educatigh of -

Negro children were not forgotten. It was in 1905, that Jake Dillard, a Negru

c0nqtab1e and businessman, opened the flrst school for Negro childrcn in a

two Negro teachers to sfaff-fhis Bﬁiidinﬁ. By 19i0, the poﬁulatidn'of Black

Tulsa had increased to a point that it was necessary to build on the same site

an. eight room two story br1ck buildingﬂ* It hDude Lrades 1 [ e N..Hughe3 

E R. T. Bridgewater; (

formal education began). o -”k-‘*
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